Second Paper Response Assignment

Schulte, D. M., R. P. Burke, and R. N. Lipcius. 2009. Unprecedented restoration of a native oyster metapopulation. Science 325: 1124-1128.

Stokstad, E. 2009. Restoration Ecology. Oysters booming on new reefs, but can they survive disease? Science 325: 525.

Respond to the following questions about the research article and the “News of the Week” article.

Summary & critique

1. What are the specific objectives of the research reported by Schulte, et al.?
2. What were the major methods?

3. In view of the objectives, what are the most important results? (Give some specific numbers here, and be sure to distinguish between the data and the authors’ interpretations.)

4. Do their conclusions support or contradict patterns or conclusions from previously published research? How?

5. What new questions are raised by the new results presented in this paper?

6. To what degree can these findings be generalized to other systems? Why?
7. What is the next step in this line of research?

8. What cautions are raised by Stokstad (2009)? Based on the articles (and any further research you would like to do), do you believe that this restoration project represents a first step in what is likely to be extensive restoration of oysters in Chesapeake Bay?
